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Summer 1769 saw Mme Du Barry's triumph;
she attended all the private suppers and festivities.,
and received the crowd of courtiers who came to
pay their respects and to flatter and compliment
her. In their hatred of Choiseul, who was blamed
for the banishment of the Jesuits, the devout
supported the favorite; round her person there
formed a party closely linked with her fortune and
determined to defend her against the machinations
of her enemies. She had as confidantes the Duchesse
de Valentinois and the Princesse de Montmorency;
the Due d'Aiguillon soon joined her, and frequented
her salon most assiduously; the Due de La Valliere
followed his example.

Richelieu, Vauguyon the Dauphin's tutor, the
Comtesse de Marsan, the Comte de Maillebois, the
Broglie and numbers of others from illustrious
families rallied to the support of Mme Du Barry.
Having successfully won numerous allies, she
welcomed to her rooms an elegant society that
was eager to profit from her power.

Contemporaries describe the countess as a kind,
good-natured, lively and vivacious "woman, very
fond of jewellery and adornments, and determined
not to meddle in State affairs.

"She has great beauty'* wrote the Due de Croy,
"especially the lower half of her face, a manner
that is very noble, easy, sweet and unpretentious;
she is well made and has altogether the appearance
of a good woman. She seems to be respectful
towards other ladies; they say she is very gay,
and she amuses the king/*
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